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Welcome to the OSCE Academy!

Since its establishment in 2002, the OSCE Academy in Bishkek has turned the
values of the OSCE into action as a regional centre for post-graduate
education, capacity building, research, and dialogue. The OSCE Academy’s
Master of Arts in Political Science (Central Asia) Program is a unique
opportunity for up to 25 graduate students per year from Central Asia and
outside the region, including Afghanistan, China and Russia.

The masters program’s alumni are already making a positive impact
professionally and academically in their communities and the region by
applying their skills, knowledge, and networks. The Academy maintains this
growing new generation of leaders by tracking and supporting alumni with
further development and exchanges in the region and beyond.

The Academy also strengthens regional expert capacity through professional
training. Customized workshops and short courses for government officials
and business leaders in conflict prevention, human rights, and organizational
development have turned the Academy into a regional hub for capacity
building and applying OSCE values to solve contemporary problems.

The Academy’s research profile is strongly focused on regional issues to build
academic resources and data about Central Asia. The Academy encourages
and supports regional research to address overlooked issues and link them to
scholars and academic institutions all over the world.

The Academy also provides regional and international public forums for
discussion, debate, and learning about international relations, comprehensive
security, conflict analysis, democratization, the rule of law, and human rights.



The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)

The OSCE is the world's largest regional security organization whose 56
participating States span the geographical area from Vancouver to
Vladivostok. It offers a forum for political negotiations and decision-making in
the fields of early warning, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-
conflict rehabilitation, and puts the political will of the participating States into
practice through its unique network of field missions. It conducts a wide range
of activities related to all three dimensions of security - the human, the
politico-military and the economic-environmental.

The OSCE Academy’s Board of Trustees is constituted by five representatives
of each of the Central Asian states, two representatives of the OSCE, two
representatives of academic institutions respectively academic individuals and
three representatives of the donor community.

The OSCE is represented by the Head of the OSCE Centre in Bishkek and a
representative of the Conflict Prevention Centre of the OSCE Secretariat in
Vienna. The donor community is represented by the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs of Canada, Finland, and Germany. The representatives of the five
Central Asian states are appointed by the respective Ministries of Foreign
Affairs of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

Why the OSCE Academy?

There are many graduate programs in Central Asia, but the OSCE Academy
has made, and continues to make, unique contributions to Central Asia and
beyond. In many ways, the Academy is a promoter of the OSCE values and
ideals and a model for reforming the region’s higher education and research
systems. Your engagement with the Academy is a lasting investment in your
professional and personal advancement and contributes to the positive
development of Central Asia.

* The masters program includes specially designed courses and modules on
comprehensive security, democratization, rule of law, conflict prevention,
and international organizations; and it is linked to the OSCE Centers in
Central Asia. No other educational institution in the area offers such an
integrated curriculum to address current issues in the context of the rapidly
changing region.



The deliberate regional and gender-balanced composition of students,
researchers, and training participants selected for each class creates a
dynamic mix of perspectives in coursework and research not seen in any
other program in Central Asia. Our beneficiaries bring their personal
experiences and knowledge about each society to test their assumptions and
develop innovative solutions to chronic social and political problems.

As dissenting opinions and freedom of expression in Central Asia come
under increasing pressure, the Academy remains a truly open forum for
vigorous debates, open views, and broad perspectives on policies affecting
the political, social, and economic problems of Central Asia. Critical
thinking, objective reasoning, and seeking the truth are encouraged in every
lesson and assignment.

In a region where many higher education institutions and programs suffer
from grade buying, diplomas issued without merit, and other forms of
academic dishonesty, the Academy maintains strict standards of integrity
in student selection, assessment, and granting of degrees/certificates.

The facilities and resources available to our beneficiaries in the Academy
are among the best of higher education institutions in the region. Students
have unlimited access to the latest software, the Internet, and a growing
library of resources to support their coursework.

The Academy employs highly professional staff and instructors from the
region and fellows from Western schools and partner institutions. This
guarantees that students are exposed to the latest teaching methodologies
and research trends.

The alumni of the MA Program are promising experts and problem solvers
working in international organizations, think tanks, business, and
government. They are also successful scholars pursuing degrees in
institutions such as the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts
University, the University of York, Lee Kuan Yew University of Pubic
Policy, the University of London, the Moscow Institute of International
Relations.



Masters of Arts in Political Science (Central Asia)

The Master of Arts in Political Science (Central Asia) is a one and a half year
program that offers an interdisciplinary curriculum in areas of political science
and international relations based on international standards of teaching. The
program is designed for students who wish to broaden their education and
gain the knowledge and skills necessary for professional or academic careers
in areas of politics, international relations, conflict prevention, and
international development.

Students have the opportunity to meet and to be taught by leading academics,
experts, and representatives of international organizations. Because the
program meets international educational standards, it attracts many of the
most talented and qualified graduate students throughout Central Asia.



Program Objectives

e Combine rigorous theoretical and practical training through
multidisciplinary full-term courses and practice-oriented short modular
courses;

e Provide students with contemporary approaches and tools to work in
the fields of political science, international relations, security,
democratization and human rights, sustainable development,
nationalism, and ethnicity - both in general and as applied in the Central
Asian context;

e Expand students’ professional opportunities by improving their
competencies necessary for their future careers;

e Introduce students to the professional world through the internship
program, use of practitioners as guest lecturers, and a network of
professionals, Academy alumni, and current students;

e Familiarize students with the OSCE mission, principles, and activities
within its three dimensions with a special focus on Central Asia;

e [Establish a stimulating learning environment and provide close
interaction between students, faculty and administration; and

e Encourage friendship and respect in a culturally, nationally, and
ethnically diverse environment of the Academy.

The program is approved by the Ministry of Education and Culture of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan, and it is supported by the OSCE Centre in Bishkek,
interested OSCE participating and partner States, and other parties. The
international partner institutions, the Board of Trustees and Advisory Council
of the OSCE Academy provide assistance in elaborating curricular details,
conducting classes, organizing internships, and carrying out other activities.



Application

The application period starts in February and finishes in April each year. The
Admissions Committee evaluates applications and conducts interviews and
written tests in April and May. Final admission decisions are usually made by
early June. Full term courses start in September.

Admission Requirements

e Successful completion of an academic degree of higher education (BA,
MA, MSc, Diploma) in Political Science and other related fields or
students who will receive their undergraduate degrees before the
beginning of the program;

e Above average grades;

e Advanced level of Russian and English;

e Strong motivation and interest in areas of the program;

e Applicants should not be older than 32 years;

o (itizenship preferably of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Students from other OSCE participating
and partner States can be accepted for the program on a limited basis.

Application Package

e Application form;

e Copies of relevant degrees and certificates including transcripts;

e Two letters of recommendation;

e Copies of university transcripts and a letter from a university for
applicants who are about to receive their degree.

Fees and Scholarship

The Academy’s MA program is extremely demanding and requires full-time
study. To maximize student achievement and pass rates, all admitted students
automatically receive a tuition fee waiver, a housing allowance (non-Bishkek
residents only), and a stipend for their living and housing expenses.

The Academy covers travel expenses inside Central Asia to and from Bishkek
and provides health insurance. Child allowance and single parent support are
available upon request.



Academic Calendar

: Semester I

5 April - 29 August, 2010

June 8 - 29 August

: Official Admission to the MA 2010-2011 Program.
: Beginning of Semester I. Preparatory Work on Research
: Proposals.

Semester I1

30 August - 17 December, 2010

30 August

! Official Opening of the MA 2010-2011 Program.
: Beginning of Semester II. All Full-term Courses Start.

7 September

: Colloquium L
: MA Thesis Rules & Regulations. General Discussion.

' 11 - 14 October

: Module: Psychological Obstacles to Conflict Prevention and Conﬂzct
* Resolution. :
: Four Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Thursday.

15 October

: Colloquium IL
: Presentation and Discussion of MA Thesis Ideas.

18 - 29 October

: Module: Prevention, Management and Resolution of Conflicts.
No Full-term Courses during this Period. Full days. Monday-
: Friday

1-12 November

: Module: Human Rights and International Law.
: Eight Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Thursday.

15 - 26 November

: Module: Political Islam.
: Ten Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.

17 December

: End of Semester 1.
: Beginning of New Year and Christmas Holidays.

: Semester III

10 January —

29 April, 2011

10 January

Beginning of Semester III. All Full-term Courses Start.

17 - 28 January

: Module: Central Asia and China
: Ten Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.

31 January - 11 February

: Module: Sustainable Development.
: Ten Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.

14 - 18 February

: Module: Energy Politics
: Five Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.

: Homeland Defense Day. Academy is Officially Closed.

: 23 February

28 February - 4 March

: Module: OSCE
- No Full-term Courses during this Period. Full days. Monday-
: Friday.

: Women’s Day. Academy is Officially Closed.

: 8 March

.7, 9,10, 11 March

- Module: Elections and Electoral Systems.
No Full-term Courses during this Period. Full four days.
: Monday-Friday

14 - 18 March

: Module: Non Proliferation.
: Five Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.

21 March

Nooruz. Academy is Officially Closed.

28 March - 1 April

Module: Migration and Human Trafficking.




Five Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.

: Module: Nation, State and Nationalism.

4-8April :
: prl : Five Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.
: Colloquium III
15 Aopril Submission and Presentation of Draft MA Thesis Proposals.
P : Submission of MA Thesis Supervisor Appointment Forms.
' 11-22 April Module: Peace &‘ Securzty' Challenges in Cei?tral Asia.
: : Ten Days. Morning Sessions. Monday-Friday.
29 April End of Semester III.
Semester IV 3 May - 30 September, 2011
3 May Beginning of Semester IV.
5 May Constitution Day. Academy is Officially Closed.
6 Ma : Submission of Final MA Thesis Proposals.
y : Submission of Internship Placement Confirmations.
12-13 May : Final Colloquium.

: Defense of Final MA Thesis Proposals.

23 May - 15 July

Internship Period.

18 July

Submission of Internship Reports and Certificates

12 September

Submission of MA thesis.

19 - 20 September

State Exams.

30 September

End of Semester IV. Graduation Ceremony.




Curriculum

N.B. The OSCE Academy’s MA program curriculum and schedule are subject to change at
any time and are offered below only as a general overview of courses that will be offered in
2010-2011.

The academic year of the MA in Political Science (Central Asia) 2010-2011
program is divided into four semesters. In Semester I, students are admitted to
the program and work on developing their MA thesis proposals. Courses are
offered in Semesters II and III. Semester IV is devoted to the completion of
writing MA theses and internships.

The following schedule represents the planned dates for the four semesters
(see Academic Calendar above):

Semester I 5 April to 29 August, 2010
Semester II 30 August to 17 December, 2010
Semester III 10 January to 29 April, 2011
Semester IV 3 May to 30 September, 2011

Two types of courses are offered for students during Semesters II and III: full-
term courses and short-term modules. Full-term courses run throughout
Semesters II and IIl. They are designed to broaden theoretical knowledge of
students and strengthen their analytical and research skills.

Modules (modular courses) are one or two-week short-term courses,
intensively scheduled and taught by experts in a certain field. Modules deliver
a practice-oriented approach and allow students to practice their knowledge
using real-life examples under the topics assigned for each class.



Semester I

Students are officially enrolled to the program and work on developing their
MA thesis proposals. Students submit their draft MA thesis ideas/proposals at
the beginning of Semester II. This is a non-credit assignment.

Semester 11

FULL-TERM COURSES
Seven required full-term courses, 23 credits:
1. Research Methods (ENG) / 4 credits
2. Aspects and Issues in International Relations (ENG) / 4 credits
3. Political Theory (ENG) / 4 credits
4. European Politics (ENG) / 4 credits
5. Contemporary Issues in Central Asian Politics and Security
(ENG) /3 credits
6. Mathematical Modeling of Political Processes (ENG) / 2 credits
7. Academic Writing (ENG) 2 credits

MODULES
Three required modular courses, 13 credits:
1. Human Rights and International Law (ENG) / 3 credits
2. Prevention, Management and Resolution of Conflicts
(ENG) / 7 credits
3. Political Islam (RUS) / 3 credits

Credits to be earned in Semester 1I:
Min: 36 credits

10



Semester 111

FULL-TERM COURSES
One compulsory full-term courses, 4 credits:
1. Political Institutions and Processes (ENG) / 4 credits

Five elective full-term courses (students must choose minimum three), 8
credits (out of 20 credits offered):

1. Comparative Politics: Topics in Democratization Studies

(ENG) / 4 credits

2. Cases in International Relations (ENG) / 4 credits

3. International Development (ENG) / 4 credits

4. Political Economy (ENG) 4 credits

5. Foreign Policy Analysis (ENG) 4 credits

MODULES
Nine compulsory modular courses, 22 credits:

1. OSCE (ENG) / 3 credits

2. Elections and Electoral Systems (ENG) / 3 credits

3. Migration/Human Trafficking (ENG) 1,5 credits

4. Energy Politics (ENG) / 2 credits

5. Nation, State and Nationalism (ENG) / 1,5 credits

6. Peace & Security Challenges in Central Asia (ENG) / 3 credits
7. Non-Proliferation (ENG) / 2 credits
8. Sustainable Development (ENG) / 3 credits
9. Central Asia & China (ENG) / 3 credits

Credits to be earned in Semester I1I:
Min: 38 credits
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Semester IV

Semester IV lasts from May through September (five months). During the
fourth semester, students will take the Final Examination, present their MA
thesis proposals at the final Colloquium, fulfill their internships, conduct
research, and write their MA theses.

1. Internship! (minimum 8 weeks ) / 7 credits
2. MA Thesis / 30 credits

Total credits to be earned in Semester IV:
37 credits

Colloquium

The colloquium gives students a chance to present their MA thesis proposals
to a committee of faculty members and external academics and researchers. It
is a pass/fail exam with a chance to repeat it later. Colloquium takes place in
several sessions and the final Colloquium usually takes place in early May.

MA Thesis

The MA thesis demonstrates a student’s ability to conduct original research
and report the results formally. The process of researching and writing MA
thesis improves a student’s research, analytical, and writing skills. The thesis
is expected to be 35-60 pages in length. It must reflect one’s independent work,
deep understanding of the subject investigated, appropriate research methods
used, and be written in a clear and precise manner with logical internal
presentation. The Academic Regulations provide further information on
writing and other requirements and thesis supervisors.

Internship

All enrolled students must conduct an internship in Semester IV of the
academic program. The internship is an important practical educational
experience and a prerequisite for successful future professional activities.
During the internship, students become acquainted with practical activities in
relevant fields and consider them in the light of the theoretical knowledge

! Please consult the OSCE Academy Internship Regulations and Guidelines for further information.
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obtained during the academic program. Please consult the Internship
Regulations of the MA program for detailed information.

Final Examination

Final Examination takes place at the end of the academic year and is held in
two parts: a written exam and an oral exam. In the written exam, students are
offered several topics previously covered during the academic program, out of
which students choose two to write essays.

For the oral exam, students identify three topics from three different full-term
courses that were discussed within the academic program. The oral exam is
conducted by a small committee of examiners.

The Final Exam is graded and takes place at the OSCE Academy. There is no
possibility of an electronic or online exam. The minimum passing grade for the
Final Exam is C (see Grading below).

Minimum Credits to Be Earned:
111 credits

Graduation Requirements Credits

Full-term Courses 39 credits

Modules 35 credits

Internship 7 credits

MA Thesis 30 credits
111

TOTAL credits to be earned (min) credits

13
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Course Descriptions

N.B. Course descriptions are subject to change at any time and are offered below only as a
general guide to courses that may be offered in the MA program in 2010-2011.

FULL-TERM COURSES

Research Methods (ENG)

Semester I, 4 credits

Social research is a way of finding answers to questions about the world
around us. It involves a variety of methods and techniques to produce
knowledge. This course is a general introduction to research methods and will
cover three broad topics: the structure of social research, data collection, and
data analysis. In this course, students will develop the skills needed to
understand methods and techniques used in social science; formulate research
questions and design appropriate research; collect data using a variety of
methods; develop ability to interpret research findings; and coherently
describe conclusions in written and oral forms.

Aspects and Issues in International Relations (ENG)

Semester I, 4 credits

The purpose of this course is to provide a survey of the major approaches and
theories in the study of International Relations, including key actors and major
contemporary issues and developments. The course is concerned with major
themes and approaches. While its uses some major case studies, its primary
focus is on analytical tools rather than asking how individual countries or
actors behave. At the completion of the course, students should be able to
demonstrate an awareness of the key features of the International System;
discuss the key theoretical approaches to the study of International Relations;
explain the critical role of the state in International Relations, and debate the
meaning of sovereignty and the significance of self determination; analyze the
impact of international institutions and non-state actors on the international
system; and demonstrate an understanding of emerging issues in International
Relations and the significance of developments in the international system
since the end of the Cold War.

Political Theory (ENG)

Semester I, 4 credits

Western political theory is two and a half millennia of attempts to explain
political behaviour from moral and general philosophical points of view.
Practical politics and philosophical reflection together always raise questions

15



about the ultimate reasons for anyone to get involved in political interaction,
accept or decline moral constraints, fulfill a promise or renege on it. Political
theory starts with such ultimate questions and attempts to explain or justify
the place of individuals vis-a-vis society and political order. Thus political
theory combines normative and positive reasoning, aiming at the problem of
what I “ought” to do but also increasing our knowledge of what I am likely to
do. This course is designed with two goals in mind: it is an introduction to
some classical and modern theories and it is a forum for discussion of several
key issues in political theory. Four broad topics are included: social contract
and the relevant normative and positive theories; freedom and relations
between the individual and society; attempts to define an ideal polity with an
emphasis on democracy; and specific current issues that represent an
intersection between public policy and political theory.

European Politics (ENG)

Semester I, 4 credits

This course is designed to provide students with a sound knowledge about the
variety of the basic contemporary constitutional orders in selected (European)
democracies (principally France, Germany and Great Britain), their
development and their practical every-day functioning. The more general
question whether democracy beyond the national level is conceivable will
simultaneously serve as the main, overarching theme of the course. Each
session of the course will be concluded by openly discussing the 'European
dimension', i.e. the lessons which can be learned and the questions which
follow (from a particular aspect of democratic rule and democratisation at the
national level) for the present, ongoing process of constitutionalisation and
democratisation at the European level. In this course, students will
furthermore acquire a substantial knowledge not only of national
constitutional orders and political systems, but also reflect extensively upon
the implications, problems and questions resulting from these for the political
system of the EU and for the process of constitution-making at the European
level. Thus the course will provide students with a complete and up-to-date
knowledge of present debates on constitution-making and democratisation in
Europe.

Contemporary Issues in Central Asian Politics and Security (ENG)

Semester I, 3 credits

This is an introductory course on Central Asian Politics offering a helicopter
overview of main ideas, concepts, problems, and practical issues arising in
regional politics. The course begins with the definition of ‘Central Asia” and
what this notion includes. Central Asia is analyzed from inside through
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relations between states and non-state actors, and from outside through
politics of foreign states towards Central Asia. Certain issues such as regional
security, border management, economic development, co-operation between
CA states and their foreign policy are examined in detail. This course includes
several round tables with the participation of Central Asian politicians.

Political Islam (RUS)

Semester I, 3 credits

This course traces the emergence of political Islamic thought and groups from
the 19th century to present day. Among the guiding questions of the course
are: Under what specific social, cultural, and political developments has
“Political Islam” emerged? What kind of transitions have most parts of the
Islamic World experienced in the 20th century? Does “Islam” provide a
specific revolutionary momentum? To what extent does “Political Islam”
reflect normative Islamic teachings? Are there tendencies toward an Islamic
“enlightenment”? Students are encouraged to consult (beyond the assigned
reading) one of the various introductions to Islamic history (for instance works
by John Esposito, Albert Hourani, or Marshall Hodgson) to get familiar with
some of the basic concepts, personalities, and events.

Mathematical Modeling of Political Processes (ENG)

Semester I, 2 credits

This short course will introduce students to using mathematical methods for
modeling and analyzing political situations. Thus the course is divided in two
parts: In the first, the concept of hypothesis testing is reviewed and its
application demonstrated on a series of exercises constituting mini-research by
students. As a prerequisite successful completion of the main Methodology
course is assumed. The second part deals with basic concepts of game theory.
Successful completion will lead to ability to work with the following concepts:
strategy, equilibrium, multiple equilibria, and elementary games: prisoner’s
dilemma, coordination, Battle of the Sexes, and a general outline of the
principal-agent problem.

As we will study the insights gained thanks to formalization, particular
attention will paid to the limitations of mathematical and formal methods.
Examples of pseudo-scientific modeling will be examined to highlight these
limitations. The instruments studied in this course will be used in the
following elective courses: Foreign Policy Analysis and Political Economy.
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Academic Writing and Honesty (ENG)

Semester II, 1 credit

This course offers students to learn about the requirements of Academic
Writing, discuss model texts, and produce essays for several genres. Students
will learn how to approach a writing task and take into consideration the
expectations of readership in the Academic Writing context; develop your
writing process through generating ideas, outlining, drafting, peer-editing,
revising, and editing your essays; become familiar with and practice the
genres mentioned above; learn how to use and document sources in your
papers; become aware of style and register appropriate for Academic Writing;
and become familiar with such linguistic aspects of writing as collocations,
linking devices, English capitalization and punctuation.

Political Institutions and Processes (ENG)

Semester I1I, 4 credits

The course covers theories of political institutions, comparing and contrasting
them with application to specific examples relevant for Central Asia. The
overall purpose of this course is to introduce students to the latest theoretical
advances in the study of institutions. Particular attention is paid to explanation
of the functioning of institutions involved in creation and implementation of
foreign policy, international development and to international organizations

proper.

Central Asia & China (ENG)

Semester III, 3 credits

This course explores relations between Central Asian states and China from
historical, political, economic, cultural, and religious perspectives. The course
includes a historical and philosophical analysis of China’s external relations to
the Central Asian region, analysis of these relations after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, contemporary developments in CA-Chinese relations, border
relations, questions of ethnic and national identities, economic co-operation,
security, and the SCO.

International Development (ENG)

Semester III, 4 credits

This is a general introductory course to the field of international development.
Students will be acquainted with some of the major development theories,
ideas and practices. The major focus of the course will be on the analysis of the
development theories. The discussion of these theories will allow students
learn about how development has been shaped and practiced in the last 60
years. We will also discuss key players in development and find out how the
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international aid system works. Where relevant, we will touch upon
development issues in practice, such as culture and development, gender and
development, sustainable development etc. While the focus of the course is to
provide an international perspective and students are encouraged to
familiarize themselves with development issues outside of the region, we will
frequently put the context into Central Asia.

Comparative Politics: Topics in Democratization Studies (ENG)

Semester III, 4 credits

This course is designed to provide students with an introductory overview of
some major issues in several recent debates in Comparative Politics that
revolved around regime change and democratization. Starting with the
“transitology” debate of the 1990s, we will move on to discuss concepts of
democratic consolidation, or “consolidology,” and the most recent debate on
neither completely democratic, nor fully authoritarian types of political rule in
the context of regime hybridity. The course aims to develop and train
academic skills such as the preparation and presentation of research papers
and look into the design of research projects and defend arguments developed
individually.

Cases in International Relations (ENG)

Semester III, 4 credits

By presenting a number of cases in international relations the course gives
students a good grounding in them as well as the wider arena of international
politics. The cases are meant not only to be studied by themselves but also to
illustrate the dynamics of international relations and allow students to apply
the knowledge gained in other subjects. The cases selected are mostly from
Eurasia, and it is this region where most of our attention will be devoted.
Although mostly dealing with contemporary issues and events, frequent
reference will be made to history. Our focus will be interdisciplinary, drawing
from geopolitics, economics, history, linguistics, religion, strategic studies, and
allied disciplines.

Political Economy (ENG)

Semester III, 4 credits

The course discusses four areas of contemporary political economy and global
(international) political economy: development, trade, energy and global
monetary regimes. In the context of this discussion we introduce a number of
theoretical tools that help us model economic policies and their effects.
Students who have taken economics may find them familiar, but previous
exposure to economics is not required for successful completion of this course.
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The course is divided into two parts: Development and Underdevelopment
and Trade, Energy, and Money. The general strategy is to combine history and
theory, facts and explanations. Particular attention is paid to the multiplicity of
explanatory factors used in political economy. There are a few themes from
economics that will reappear throughout the course: market failures and
regulatory failures, the principal-agent relations, the natural monopoly and its
regulation, issues of coordination, reputation, and trust. These will be
presented in a non-technical, self-contained way so that even those without
any economics background whatsoever will be able to understand. The course
is focused on finding explanations for various politico-economic phenomena.
Why do certain economies develop and others stagnate? Why do global
monetary regimes change? Why is the politics of gas pipelines so different
from the politics of oil pricing? Why did OPEC delay its show of power until
1973? Why did the dollar not become a top currency until after the WWII?
Such are the questions we are going to discuss.

Foreign Policy Analysis (ENG)

Semester I1I, 4 credits

Foreign Policy Analysis introduces the students to the process of formation of
foreign policy. The course discusses concepts and models of decision making
(principal-agent relations, bureaucratic politics, limited rationality, interest
group politics, and domestic sources of foreign policy). These models are
tested through in-depth analysis of decision making during crises.

MODULES

International Law and Human Rights (ENG)

Semester I, 3 credits

The course objective is to acquaint students with the principles, concepts, and
methods of international public law with a focus on human rights law in the
second half of the course. Students will learn more about international legal
systems, law-making processes, law enforcement, main intergovernmental
organizations, and settlement of disputes between states and non-state actors.
The second part of the course will focus on human rights, introducing main
ideas about human rights and how they were implemented in legal
instruments. Human rights law will be explored through various concepts
such as the death penalty, development, detention, fair trial, education,
international crimes, racism, and religion.
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Prevention, Management and Resolution of Conflicts (ENG)

Semester II, 7 credits

The course considers such notions as peace, conflict, conflict transformation,
and concepts of reconciliation and theories of violence. The importance of
understanding these concepts cannot be underestimated today given the
numerous conflict regions in the world. It has long been accepted that
prevention is better than cure and that preventing conflict is more cost-
effective than responding to a situation after the event. This is true in terms of
the cost in human lives as well as in terms of the rebuilding of devastated
countries, regions, and economies when conflict ends. Root causes are often
complex and vary from conflict to conflict, but may include discrimination,
denial of rights, and poverty. The consequences of conflicts emphasize the
necessity of teaching new generations of specialists how conflict prevention
strategies work, and how to diagnose and make prognoses of conflicts. This
module aims not only to explain the main concepts and theories of conflict
prevention and transformation, but also to present to students how it works in
real life through the analysis of case studies and practice.

OSCE (ENG)

Semester III, 3 credits

The course presents the OSCE in depth. This is a very intensive modular
course taught by professionals working for the OSCE, who share their
valuable experience in the organization. The analysis of OSCE activities
includes surveys of its history, a description of the OSCE structure and its
major activities as well as considerations of the role and place of the OSCE
today. The OSCE module is concluded by workshops conducted by
representatives of OSCE field offices in Central Asia.

Elections and Electoral Systems (ENG)

Semester III, 3 credits

The course aims to familiarize students with the international standards and
commitments for free and fair elections and different election systems.
Students will learn about the concept of election assistance programs and
principles of election observation. The course examines elections and election
systems in Central Asia, identifying key problems of elections in every Central
Asian state based on case studies of past elections in these countries.
Moreover, students will get acquainted with election systems in Western
Europe, the US, Russia, and other states.
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Energy Politics (ENG)

Semester III, 2 credits

The aim of the course is to give an overview of energy issues in Central Asia
and the broader Eurasian region and to introduce to students the main
concepts and theories in the study of energy politics. Students will learn
political issues related to both the petroleum sector and renewable energy and
discuss essay and thesis topics related to energy politics.

Nation, State and Nationalism (ENG)

Semester III, 1,5 credits

This course offers an introduction to central concepts and theories in the study
of nationalism and ethnicity. It includes discussion of the development of
various kinds of nations, nation-states, and nationalisms from pre-modern
Europe to the present with a special emphasis on the Soviet and the post-
Soviet space, and nationalism and the international system (state sovereignty,
secession, national self-determination).

Peace & Security Challenges in Central Asia (ENG, RUS)

Semester III, 3 credits

The course considers the present state of international relations and the role of
international security policy institutions in modern politics. The issues of
security policy in Central Asian states and other CIS countries, and the
relations of Central Asian states with Western countries in the security policy
sphere as well as their approach towards international peace efforts are
discussed. The course offers a deeper analysis of military and political aspects
of national security and civil-military co-operation in the modern world.
Starting with the consideration of democratic/parliamentary oversight of the
security sector, the module continues with discussions of the importance of the
integration of armed forces with civil society as a significant expression of
democracy. Concepts of arms control, non-proliferation, regional military
security, and the international military presence in the region are examined.

Migration and Human Trafficking (ENG)

Semester III, 1, 5 credits

This course covers such aspects of migration and human trafficking with focus
on Central Asia as, labor migration, forced migration, and human trafficking.
The following aspects are considered: history of the question; the political
economy and sociology of migration and trafficking; national and
international legal instruments regulating migration and preventing
trafficking.
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Grading

The OSCE Academy grading system below applies to modules, courses, and
other grades (thesis, internship, and Final Exam).

Letter Grade Grade Points Grade
Grades Percentages
A Excellent 4.00 Above 92.49%
A- Excellent 3.67 89.50% - 92.49%
B+ Good 3.33 85.50% - 89.49%
B Good 3.0 82.50% - 85.49%
B- Good 2.67 79.50% - 82.49%
C+ Average 2.33 75.50% - 79.49%
C Average 2.0 72.50% - 75.49%
C- Average 1.67 69.50% - 72.49%
D+ Poor 1.33 65.50% - 69.49%
D Poor 1.0 62.50% - 65.49%
D- Poor 0.67 59.50% - 62.49%
F Fail 0.0 Below 59.50%
I Incomplete Not used in computation
of GPA
Pass'ed for degree Not used in computation
P credit, only on a
. . of GPA
pass/fail basis

This grading system and scale are used for all of courses at the Academy, as
well as the MA theses and Final Examinations and will be reflected in the
transcripts of the students. The grades for the diplomas issued by the Kyrgyz
Ministry of Education are in a numerical format. Consequently, OSCE’s letter
grades are converted to numerical grades according to the standards of the
Ministry of Education of the Kyrgyz Republic.

Quality Points are equal to the sum of the grade points times the number of
credits the course is worth.

GPA is equal to the Quality Points divided by credits earned, not including
courses with P grade.
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The Code of Student Conduct

The code of conduct is aimed at supporting the core mission of the OSCE
Academy through creating a safe, friendly, inspiring, and motivating learning
environment, while protecting people, property, and the working process of
the Academy. Every student must obey the provisions of the code of conduct.
Students sign a written statement that they clearly understand all provisions
of the Code and will not breach them under any circumstances.

Equal Opportunity

OSCE Academy students include people of different ages and from a wide
range of cultural backgrounds. We encourage students to reach their full
potential. Men and women of all ages, those with disabilities or with special
needs, from all social, educational and ethnic backgrounds, are considered
equally according to their academic abilities.

The OSCE Academy is an equal-opportunity institution. It operates on the
principle of non-discrimination. All recruitment decisions are made on the
basis of selecting the most qualified candidates, taking into consideration
regional and gender balance. The OSCE Academy encourages applications
from nationals of OSCE participating States, OSCE Partners for Co-operation,
and OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation.

Financial Support for Students

MA in Political Science Program is absolutely free of any fees. All students
receive a grant from the OSCE Academy for their modest living costs in
Bishkek. The grant contract is signed with every student at the beginning of
the academic year. The grant is divided and paid out as monthly amounts of
150 Euros plus an additional housing allowance for the whole period of the
academic program. Financial support of 15 Euros per child is offered to
students with children; single parents receive additional childcare financial
support on special arrangement with the Academy administration. The OSCE
Academy covers travel expenses inside Central Asia to and from Bishkek.

Medical Support

All foreign students receive medical insurance. There is an agreement with a
medical centre that provides medical care for all foreign students.
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Contact Information

OSCE Academy

1A, Botanichesky pereulok
720044 Bishkek

Kyrgyz Republic

Tel: +996-312-541200
Fax: +996-312-542313

Internet:
www.osce-academy.net

E-mail:
info@osce-academy.net
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